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Accessing Data on the Internet

Have you ever wondered how the request for data on the Internet works? It is actually a very complicated process, the process is known as ‘tunneling’.  There are various methods established for tunneling. I prefer using CGI or common gateway interface scripts, as they are efficient and compatible with all browsers.  For example sending feedback on our website. You call up the feedback web page, which is written in html. Using a variety of form fields, you fill in check boxes and text boxes, providing answers to questions and free hand information. After filling in the form you click on the submit button beginning the tunneling process.

The process begins by completing a submit request string. This string of data contains field ‘tags’ or predetermined names of the form fields, followed by the data captured in those fields. The submit string, using a ‘form-post’, calls a CGI script on the web server, passing along the tags and captured data. The CGI script executes on the server and calls a second program used to parse the data and perform the necessary functions to record the message in a file, and send an email to the customer service group showing the posted message. The process also decodes your IP address and sends a confirmation to your screen saying your message has been posted. The whole process takes a fraction of a second, but executes several thousand lines of program code.

Tunneling is used to post messages as above, perform services such as tracking packages on shippers websites such as UPS, and doing searches on various search engines like yahoo or google. 

The next time your on the web, watch the URL line, if you see a site URL with the letters CGI in the line, your tunneling your way through the Internet.
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